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PARK LANDS.
CONFLICT AT ELSTERNWICK.
Golf, Cricket, and Football.

Several years ago the Elsternwick Golf Club obtained a lease of about 80 acres of Crown
land known as Elsternwick Park and held in trust under the management of
representatives appointed by the Brighton Council and the State Government.

"When taken over by the club, the area, it is stated/was a quagmire, but by expending
£13,000 in 10 years tho club has converted it into accessible parklands. It is now desired
by the representatives of the cricket, football, and other clubs that a portion of the land
held by the Golf Club should be excised for general recreation purposes. On the ground
yesterday the Minister for Lands (Mr. Oman) received a deputation, and heard the views
of the interested bodies.

Mr. Snowball, M.L.A., slated that it was the desire, of-the residents that a (floater area
than seven acres, at present held by the Elsternwick Cricket Club, should be made
available in the park for the cricket and football clubs in the district. It was not right that
the Golf Club should have a monopoly of so many acres.

Mr. Eggleston, MLA, pointed out that when the land was leased to the Golf Club 10 years
ago the population of the district was only 10,000; now it was over 30,000, and all the
available playing spaces for cricket and football had been taken up for building purposes.

Councillor Oakley, representing the Golf Club, said there wore between 30 and 40 Acres
adjacent to the old Elwood swamp that could be used for cricket and football, in addition
to other areas in the district! The Golf Club had taken the park over when no other tenant
could be obtained, and, in addition to having expended £13,000 in 10 years, was paying
out a large sum annually in improvements.

Councillor Wilson (chairman of the committee of management) and Mr. H. R. Allan (a
member) considered that it would be an act of repudiation of the vested interests of the
Golf Club if its members were compelled to vacate the links.

Mr. Oman said that he had no desire to eject the Golf Club, but he urged the members to
try to make provision for other sports. The clubs interested should meet and endeavour to
arrive at some reasonable understanding. In the meantime he would ascertain whether
there were other areas in the district suitable for recreation purposes.
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